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October 1, 2001

01-226
For Immediate Release:
QUEST FOR NEW PRESIDENT BEGINS AT EIU

CHARLESTON - A newly formed search committee will meet for the first time on
Monday, Oct. 15, to discuss Eastern Illinois University's quest for a new president.
The 11-member committee will be chaired by Robert C. Manion, an EIU Board of
Trustee member from Hinsdale and current president of the EIU Alumni Association. Other
trustees serving on the committee are Roger Dettro of Mattoon, Julie Nimmons of Litchfield and
student member Daryl Jones of Chicago.
Committee members yet to be named will include three members of Eastern's faculty,
one member of the university staff, one member from the administration, one member from
Eastern's Alumni Association and one member from the student body.
Eastern's Faculty Senate, Staff Senate and student body president have been asked for
input in nominating individuals to represent their respective organizations.
"I am happy that the search process has begun to move forward and personally look
forward to this time as an opportunity to better acquaint myself with some of our on-campus
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constituencies," Manion said. "As a trustee having just begun his tenure, I appreciate the
privilege and challenge ahead of me in working to place a new president."
Manion anticipates that the search will take approximately six months to complete and
that the committee will be prepared to announce/appoint the next president sometime in April
2002.
Carol D. Surles, former president of Eastern, resigned earlier this year due to health
reasons. Louis V. Hencken, former vice president for student affairs, has assumed the role of
interim president until a permanent successor is found.
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